THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

It may be noted, too, that in some of the Hima-
layan dialects, Kira or Kiri means a serpent.
This name, from which was perhaps derived the
term Kirata so often applied to the people of the
Himalaya, is found in the Rajatarangini, where
it is applied to a people in or near Kashmir, The
Kiras are mentioned by Varaha Mihira, and in a
copper plate published by Prof. Kielhorn ? *

An inscription at the Baijnath temple in the
Kangra valley gives Kiragrama as the then
name of the place,3 This, in the local dialect,
would mean the village of serpents. The Naga
is still a popular deity at Baijnath, and throughout
the neighbouring country. The term Kira is thus
an equivalent for NSga, and it can scarcely be
doubted that the serpent-worshipping Kiras of
the Himalaya were closely related to the Dravi-
dian Keras, Cheras, or Keralas of the south.

Similarity of name is not always to be trusted,
but here we have something more. These people,
whose designation is thus apparently the same,
are all of Solar race ; they all venerate the hooded
serpent; and they all worship, as ancestors, the
Naga demi-gods.

From the foregoing it would seem tolerably
certain that the Dravidians, of southern India,

1 Rajatarangini, Stein, viii. 27, 67.
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